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The Bamville Bugle          Cricket’s Clarion

Wilf Grant

Wilf, the older brother of Johnny Grant, sadly passed away recently, aged 96. Wilf was a founder member of Bamville and was an opening batsmen of some repute, he was also a long term Vice-President and attended matches on a regular basis, until recent years. David and Carol Thomas attended the funeral and the club was mentioned in the address.
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Bamville C.C. extends it’s sympathy to members of Wilf’s family, and is making a donation to the Marie Curie Cancer fund, which was Wilf’s nominated charity.

WORK PARTY INVITATION
Day 1: - Saturday 10th April at the clubhouse

Day 2: - Saturday 17th April same place

Start time is 10.00am, turn up on time and in force, because the wicket needs a little care and attention, well, all right it needs a LOT of rolling.

The first mid-week work party is on Thursday 22nd April, starting at 7.00pm

Contact Peter Carr 01582 760598 for further details of the jobs planned. 

INDOOR LEAGUE A SUCCESS

Vets Captain Nigel Quinton led his aging army to the competitions held at Redbourn Cricket School which finished just before Christmas, with all supporting members thoroughly enjoying the experience. The team started slowly, losing the first four league games, but soon got the hang of things, and, after a run of glorious victories, attained mid-table obscurity. 

The cup competition held a greater level of accomplishment for us; we beat holders Outlaws C.C. on the way to a final in our debut season. Dodgy umpiring, and Mukesh running everyone he batted with out again, prevented a victory, but the scene is set for more excitement next time around. Well-done Nigel, and all who took part.

INDOOR NETS

We are still netting at Hatfield on Sundays at 10.00 am, and Redbourn on Mondays at 9.00 pm, these sessions are extended to the end of April. Please check the website, or contact Miles, for further details. 

You need to go to nets, I’ve seen you all bat, and you really do.  (And Phil needs as many overs as he can fit in, or should that read, to get fit in? – Ed)

MALTA TOUR

“I counted them all out, and I counted them all back”,

That was the thought in the mind of the Bamville correspondent, as he watched his team go forth to bat. The long awaited report will appear on the Bamville website soon, but here is a taster of what you missed.

Mukesh running Pec out! Mukesh running himself out! Mukesh catching Pec out?

John Smith becomes the first Bamville Captain to win overseas! John tells us all he is the first Bamville Captain to win overseas! John reminds us all he is the first Bamville Captain to win overseas! John asks us all if we were aware that he is the first Bamville Captain to win overseas!

George really retires this time, and is clapped on and off the field. Surrounded by team-mates and opposition alike, in the middle of a moving scene George said “Get away wi’ ye tha buggers”

Many thanks to Peter and John for organising such an enjoyable tour, next stop Slovenia?

MEMBERSHIP FEE CHANGE

There was some discussion at the AGM about the annual fee, and what paying, or not paying, means to the individual member. The rate of £40 for full membership, £15 for students, was maintained for the 2004 period, with a £5 reduction if paid before 31st May 2004. Some clarification on the club’s membership was agreed.

The annual subscription has been renamed the “Membership Fee”, and should be considered as an entitlement to use club facilities, but not to remove club property or other inventory, on non Bamville C.C. business. It entitles the member to attend club events, including playing in cricket matches, and to invite guests to these events. Payment of the fee also entitles a playing member to preferential selection for games, over a late, or non-paying player.

New playing members can be allowed to play up to 3 games as guests of the club, but must be encouraged to join, and pay the full membership fee, before playing more games. However, if the new member’s playing relationship with the club begins after 31st July, then the membership fee will be reduced to £25 for full membership, for the first season only.

Please pay your membership fee promptly, it used to be fun to have Sue Carr and Linda Treasure chase us around the pavilion, asking us to pay them, especially when they caught us! Unfortunately Paul Richardson is a different animal all together, and his “arm-twisting” is renowned for being less feminine and more likely to stop you bowling for a year.

CLUB KIT

The mice have eaten it

DIARY DATES

Quiz Night – 21st May
BBQ – 17th July

Annual Dinner – 12th November

PRE-SEASON UPDATE
Finally, the Bugle hopes all players and supporters had a very peaceful and enjoyable rest.  Until next time, here’s what has happened.

NEW FIXTURE SECRETARY SHOCK!

Chris is having a well-earned rest from Sunday’s, as we all know, but, did you know that John Sanders is, as I write, convalescing in La Manga. The shock of his new position has already taken it’s toll on John and Hayley. Please do not remind John (or let Hayley even suspect) that he volunteered.

Happy first wedding anniversary 25th April to you both.

CAPTAIN CHANGE!

Most of the club officers accepted demands to remain in their posts. A change of career means that Darren has to reduce his Saturday appearances, so we made him Sunday Captain instead, with John Smith as Vice-Captain. Phil Smith is now Saturday Captain, with Geoff Divers as Vice-Captain.

Nigel won’t be able to lead the indoor vets next winter, so, a new chief will be required for that, over 35s only need apply.

GOLF DAY ON COURSE

Rob Denny has organised the first official Bamville C.C. golf tournament, this will be played on the Common on Friday 16th April. To include lunch and trophies, fourteen plucky Bammers have already signed up, here are the early favourites.

· LONGEST DRIVE – John Sanders (Chesham to Harpenden)

· WOMEN’S COMPETITION – Susan Smith (only entrant)

· MOST DROP BALLS – Peter Carr       (nuff said)

Get in touch with Rob ASAP if you want to join in, there is a small chance of a place. At least those idiots from the cricket club won’t be standing around their pitch when we are trying to tee-off.

NEW MEMBER SHOCK!

There is a new player in town and his name is Manoj, he’s been coming to nets regularly and is keen to join up, welcome to the club Manoj.

MILES’ PARTY A WINNER

Just before Christmas Miles hosted a get-together at his flat, and invited the whole club. It was a marvellous evening, with an array of beverages that Peter Bedell can only dream of. A great chance for us all to meet, away from the pressure of tidying the pavilion afterwards. Highlights included watching the Malta tour video “Directors Cut” version on the big screen, and braving the terror on the mechano balcony if you needed a crafty fag.

Thanks to Miles from all who attended, and especially to Mrs Price and Vanessa who kept us supplied with refreshments throughout the gathering.

CRICKETING SURVIVAL TIPS

The first in a series of articles, designed to make your summer pastime less of a nightmare.

No.1 Batting with Mukesh

Picture the scene, you walk out to the middle, maybe you feel a little nervous, could be a grass-cutter, or a rising delivery will cut short your innings. The bowler has four wickets already, the bat in your hand seems very small and the stumps oh so broad. You look to the non-striker for support, and see Mukesh grinning at you. “Abandon hope all ye who enter here”.

Try to follow these guidelines; it’s your only chance. (Tip credited to contributor)

· If you open the batting, try to take the first ball, this will ensure that you are not run-out without facing a delivery. (Dave Washington)

· When facing, hit boundaries as much as possible, you’ll have to run less. This will also conserve energy for later use if running becomes absolutely necessary. (John Smith)

· When crossing during a run try to trip him up with your bat, he will be far less likely to call for a risky second. (Darren Oliver)

· Call for a runner, make sure that the runner is Simon Mercer or Martin Corteel, or Linford Christie. (Jeff Chapman)

· Hope that your name isn’t Pec, if it is this means you are as bad at running as your brother in law, except you are now also at risk of running yourself out. (Pec)

· Tenacity is the key, don’t let him make you run, bide your time and eventually the opposition will get him out and you can breathe easily. (Stan Gladwell)

· Run him out first. (Mike Taylor)

· Give up, it’s all too much, let the other team bowl you. (Peter Bedell)

AVAILABLE TO PLAY?

The first Saturday game is 24th April, the first Sunday game is 2nd May. We will of course see everyone at the work parties, but just to make sure you don’t miss out.

PLEASE GIVE YOUR AVAILABILITY TO PETER BEDELL AND JOHN SANDERS

The team secretaries have a tough job; please try to lighten the load for them.

Saturday 01727 840244

Sunday 01494 773640
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